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NEA/TUR FOR HIRSHORN 

1. DURING CALENDAR 1973 SOME 133,500 TURKS, A RECORD, 

TOOK WORK ABROAD, MOSTLY IN GERMANY. PROVISIONAL REMITTANCE 
FIGURES FOR DECEMBER AMOUNTED TO $1 1 1 MILLION AND REMITTANCES 
FOR 1973 AS WHOLE COME TO ABOUT $1.19 BILLION AND WILL INCREASE 
SLIGHTLY WHEN FINAL AMOUNTS FOR DECEMBER ARE IN. THIS IS AN 
INCREASE OF 63 PERCENT OVER 1972, AND IS EQUIVALENT TO BETWEEN 
90 AND 95 PERCENT OF ALL EXPORT EARNINGS FOR THE YEAR. 
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2. FREEZE ON ADDITIONAL WORKERS GOING TO GERMANY STILL IN 
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EFFECT. WE UNDERSTAND SOME GERMAN EMPLOYERS BEGINNING 
TO PROTEST AGAINST FREEZE, AND TURKISH AUTHORITIES EXPECT 
SOME CLARIFICATION OF THE GERMAN POSITION NEXT MONTH WHEN 
GERMAN EMPLOYMENT AGENCY HEAD, STINGL, VISITS HERE. 

MEANWHILE, TURKISH AUTHORITIES ARE HOPEFUL THAT MOST OF 
WORKERS PRESENTLY OUT, SOME 800,000 TO 1,000,000, WILL 
BE ABLE TO REMAIN ABROAD, AND THAT REMITTANCES WILL IN 
THE SHORT TERM NOT FALL OFF VERY MUCH. 

3. GOVERNMENT'S ANNUAL PROGRAM FOR 1974, AS YET NOT 
FORMALLY APPROVED, IS STILL PROJECTING THAT AN ADDITIONAL 
80,000 TURKS WILL TAKE WORK ABROAD DURING THE COMING YEAR. 

PROGRAM CLAIMED THAT UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IN 1973 WAS 
TEN PERCENT AND WILL RISE TO 1 1 PERCENT IN 1974, OR 
ALMOST 1,700,000 PERSONS WILL BE UNEMPLOYED. HOWEVER, 

THESE STATISTICS REPRESENT QUESTIONABLE PROJECTIONS FROM THE 
1965 CENSUS, AND UNEMPLOYEMENT CALCULATIONS IN AGRICULTURE, FOR 
EXAMPLE, ARE MADE ON GUESSTIMATES AT PEAK EMPLOYMENT 
PERIODS DURING JULY AND AUGUST. IF MORE REALISTIC 
CONSIDERATIONS WERE GIVEN TO SERIOUS UNDEREMPLOYMENT RATE 
WOULD MOST LIKELY HAVE TO BE AT LEAST DOUBLED. PROGRAM HAS 
NOT GIVEN ANY MAJOR ATTENTION TO PLANNING FOR THE RETURN OF 
ANY SIZEABLE NUMBERS OF WORKERS FROM ABROAD, OR ON CUTTING 
BACK ON EXISTING UNEMPLOYMENT. 

MACOMBER 
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